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Volunteer to Save a Life 

Opioid 

Overdose 

Prevention and 

Rescue 

1. Grants immunity from civil suit to 

providers who prescribe Naloxone 

to a patient, family member, friend 

or other person in a position to as-

sist giving the medicine Naloxone. 

2. Allows the Department of Health to 

provide training and instruction on 

how to use Naloxone. 

3. Requires you to receive basic in-

struction, including taking the quiz 

and printing the certificate, on how 

to give Naloxone. 

4. Grants a "Good Samaritan" civil 

immunity for administering the 

medicine to someone they reasona-

bly believe is overdosing on an 

opioid. 

Naloxone Law 

C A R T E R  C O U N T Y  H E A L T H  

D E P A R T M E N T  

Volunteer to Save 

a Life 



Drug overdose 

deaths have tripled 

in Tennessee since 

1999 and are now 

the leading cause of 

injury deaths in the 

state.  Drug over-

dose deaths sur-

passed motor vehi-

cle related deaths 

for the first time in 

2009 and continue 

to increase. 

Risk factors for opioid overdose: 

 Prior overdose  

 Reduced tolerance – previous users 

who have stopped using due to absti-

nence, illness, treatment, or incarcera-

tion  

 Drug combinations – mixing opioids 

with other drugs, including alcohol, 

stimulants or depressants 

 Unsupervised use – using alone  

 Variations in strength/quantity or 

changing formulations 

In July 2014, Tennessee became the 18th 

state to pass and support a "Good Samari-

tan" civil immunity law centered on the 

lifesaving medicine naloxone. Naloxone, 

also known as NarcanTM, is an opioid an-

tagonist that reverses the effects of an opi-

oid overdose.  

Opioid Overdose Prevention and Rescue 

Responding to a Suspected 

Opioid Overdose  
 
1. Check for responsiveness and administer 

rescue breaths if person is not breathing.  

2. Call 911. 

3. Continue rescue 

breathing if person is 

not breathing.  

4. Administer nalox-

one.  

5. Resume rescue 

breathing if the person 

has not started breath-

ing yet.  

6. Conduct follow-up 

and administer a sec-

ond dose of naloxone 

if no response after 

three minutes.  

 

 

Naloxone 
 

“If you, a friend or a loved one is at risk 

for an opioid overdose, talk with your 

healthcare provider about a very safe anti-

dote that anyone can learn to administer,” 

said TDH Commissioner John Dreyzehner, 

MD, MPH. 

“In many opioid overdoses, death can be 

prevented by administering the drug nalox-

one, almost immediately reversing the 

deadly effects of opioids and allowing time 

to reach further medical treatment.” 

For more information about naloxone, 

please see the Tennessee Department of 

Health website: 

http://tn.gov/health/topic/information-

for-naloxone 

If you are concerned about a friend or 

family member who may be at risk for 

opioid overdose and wish to obtain a pre-

scription for naloxone, please complete 

the training and quiz on the health depart-

ment website (address above) and discuss 

with your healthcare provider.   

Naloxone is now available without a pre-

scription at Lingerfelt Drug Center and 

participating CVS pharmacies. 

Toll-free alcohol and drug addiction 

information and referral line 

1-800-889-9789 

Poison Control Hotline 

1-800-222-1222 

TENNESSEE REDLINE  

Opioid pain relievers  
contributed to over 
half of the drug over-
dose deaths. 

Naloxone and 
CPR can be life-
saving while 
awaiting EMS 


